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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Administrative  Staff. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (No. 5 Division) 
R ,C .WEBSTER  B.Sc.?  M.D.,  D .P .H . ,D . C .H . 


Sanitary  Inspector 
and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
G.WALMSLEY.  M.R.San. I. ,M.S . I.A. 


Clerical  Assistant. 


MRS,  Y.J.  MURRAY. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  AVAILABLE  TO  GREAT  HARWOOD. 


(a)  Divisional  Health 
Committee . 

Office  at  19?  St .James  Street, 
Accrington.  Teles  Acc.U223. 

Divisional  Medical 
Officer. 

Dr .R . C. Webster . 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Mercer  Hall,  Great  Harwood. 

Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

County  Clinic.  High  Street ,Rishton . 1st  and 

3rd.  Wednesday  each  month. 


Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

Mercer  Hall,  Great  Harwood. 

All  day,  every  Y/ednesday. 
Immunisation  and  U.V.R.  by 
appointment . 

Health  Visitor. 

Miss.S.V.Hitchen.  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

H.V.  cert. 

District  Nurses. 

Miss.  Oldale,  S.R.N.  Queens  Nurse. 
Miss.  Halliwell,  S.R.N® 

Midwife . 

For  the  followings- 

Mrs.  Izatt.  S.C.M.,  S.R.N, 

Day  Nurseries;  Domestic  Helps;  Mental  Health  Service; 
Accommodation  for  the  elderly  (not  sick)  persons; 

enquiries  should  be  made  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 


(b)  Divisional  Education 
Executive . 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Dr .R.C. Webster, 

School  medical  routine  and  special  examinations. 

Minor  ailment  clinic  every  Friday  morning. 

Ophthalmic  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic  (by  appointment)  at 
High  Street,  Rishton. 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Great  Harwood. 

The  year  has  been  a satisfactory  one  with  a low 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  other  than  measles;  this 
although  prevalent,  was  mild.  Infant  mortality  was  low. 

Water  supplies  continued  to  cause  anxiety  during 
the  year  and  I felt  it  necessary  to  draw  your  attention  specifically 
to  the  dangers  of  the  situation.  The  water  is  open  to  risk 
of  contamination,  both  at  the  gathering  ground,  and  because  of 
defects  of  very  long  standing  in  a culvert  through  which  it 
passes.  The  methods  of  treatment  of  the  water  could  not  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  Council  instructed  the  Clerk 
to  write  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on 
the  matter  following  a meeting  between  your  representatives  and 
your  officials,  with  the  Water  Engineer.  Following  this, 
representatives  of  the  Ministry  met  the  Water  Engineer.  Certain 
modifications  have  been  made,  but  I must  still  feel  uneasy 
about  the  whole  position,  and  the  supplies  are  being  kept  under 
observation.  To  avoid  any  misunderstanding  it  should  be  said 
that  the  Water  Engineer  is  most  co-operative,  he  fully  appreciates 
the  dangers  of  the  situation.  On  our  side,  we  understand  the 
special  difficulties  he  has  to  meet  in  dealing  with  this  matter. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  that  the  fact  that  so  far  we  have 
escaped  serious  ill  results,  justifies  any  feeling  of  security; 
this  supply  has  been  a grave  danger,  and  continued  observation 
is  needed  to  see  if  the  measures  taken  have  removed  that  danger. 

During  the  year,  the  County  Council  closed  one  of 
its  Day  Nurseries  in  Great  Harwood.  This  nursery  had  included 
some  children  from  other  areas,  and  after  consideration  it  was 
found  that  with  re-distribution,  the  "NorthlandsI * * * 5*  nursery  was 
redundant^,  It  is  to  be  adapted  and  enlarged  as  a hostel  for 
the  aged.  The  District  Nursing  Service  has  expanded  and  there 
are  now  two  nurses  in  Great  Harwood. 

I thank  Mr.Walmsley  and  his  staff,  and  the  Clerk,  for 
their  help  throughout  the  year,  and  yourself  Mr. Chairman  and 
Committee,  for  your  close  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  health 
of  the  town. 

I am, 

Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.C. WEBSTER. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


OF  THE  AREA 


SUMMARY  OP  STATISTICS  ARP  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


< 

GENERAL . 

Area  in  acres,..., 2,868 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 

end  of  1953 3*616 

Rateable  value £67*673 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £260 

Population  at  1951  census..*..., 10*738 

Estimated  population  for  1953 . 10*720 

The  Principal  industries  are  cotton  weaving 
and  light  engineering  trades  etc, 

SUMMARY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Legitimate.  ...  64  ..  59  ..  123 

Illegitimate.  ...  1 1 ..  2 

Total  . . . 125 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  est.pop.  ..  12.2 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males.  Females.  ' Total 

Legitimate,  ...  1 ..  1 ..  2 

Total  ...  2 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births..  16 
Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  est.  pop.  ..  0.18 
DEATHS. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Deaths.  ...  71  ..  82  ..  153 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  j 

Crude  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  «3 

Adjusted 12.0 

Death  rate  per  1,000  est.  pop. 

(England  and  Wales) 11. U 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year; 

Males.  Females.  Total. 
Legitimate.  ...  Nil  ..  2 . . 2 

Total  ...  2 


Comparative  Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis 
of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case  Rates  for 


certain  Infectious  Diseases  in 

BIRTHS. 

Rates  per 

the  year  1953- 

1,000  Civilian  Population. 

England 

160  Smaller 

GREAT 

& 

Towns-Res .Pop. 

HARWOOD 

Wales  * 

25,000-50,000 

at  1951  census. 

- J . 9 

Live  Births. ........ 

15.5 

15.7 

12.20 

Still  Births 

( 0.35 

0.34 

0.18 

(22.4  (a) 

21.4 

16.00 

DEATHS 

All  causes 

11.4 

11.3 

12.00 

Typhoid  & Para- 

typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.19 

0.37 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.17 

0.09 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

& P/Encephalitis. . . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.09 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.52 

0.37 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births. 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age 

26.8  (b) 

30.80 

16.00 

Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

under  2 yrs.of  age. 

1.1 

0.9 

0.00 

a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  Births. 

b)  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected) . 


Rates  per  1,000  Civilian 


England 

16  0 

Smaller 

& 

Towns -Res .Pop. 

Wales . 

25, 

000-50,000 

at 

1951  census, 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever.. 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.39 

1.44 

Whooping  Cough 

3.58 

3.38 

Diptheria 

0.03. 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.13 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

12.36 

12,32 

pneumonia 

0.84 

0.76 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

& p/encephalitis 

0.06 

Paralytic 

0.07 

Non-Paralytic 

0.04 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning..... 

0.24 

0.24 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  and 

Puerperal  Pyrexia..  18.23  (a)  12.46  (a) 


(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 


Populat ion . 

GREAT 
HAR  V;OOD  • 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
0.8  3 
0.93 
0.00 
0.18 
0.00 
19.77 
0.46 


0.09 

0,00 

0.09 


Still  Births 


0.00 


Births . 
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ACTUAL  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  1943  to  1953 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males .Females , Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory . . . . . 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis,  others. ......... 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria. 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections. 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

1 

Measles * 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infectious  & parasitic 

diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach... 

3 

3 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast.... 

0 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus.... 

0 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic 

neoplasms. 

7 

2 

9 

Leukaemia,  aluka.emia 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system. 

11 

14 

25 

Coronary  disease,  angina...... 

9 

7 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

4 

3 

7 

Other  heart  diseases 

14 

31 

45 

Other  circulatory  diseases.... 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

4 

Bronchitis. 

6 

3 

9 

Other  diseases  of  the 

respiratory  system 

0 

0 

0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum. , . 

2 

0 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & 

Diarrhoea 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

0 

0 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

0 

0 

0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  A.bortion. 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformation. ...... 

0 

0 

0 

Other  defined  & ill  defined 

diseases 

3 

10 

13 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . , 

1 

0 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

Homicide  & operations  of  War.. 

0 

0 

0 

71  82  153 
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MONTHLY  ANALYSIS  OP  DEATHS  SHOWING  RATES 
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GENERAL 


PROVISIONS 


of  the 


HEALTH 


SERVICE 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


All  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  work 
for  the  Health  Department  is  carried  out  at  Blackburn 
Royal  Infirmary,  I wish  to  thank  Dr. Spink  and  his  staff 
for  their  assistance  and  advice  during  the  year.  Sputum 
examinations  for  Tuberculosis  were  carried  out  at  the 
dispensary  situated  in  accrington. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  Ho. 5 
Health  Division  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Two 
ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car  are  available  for  the 
district.  The  ambulance  station  is  day-manned?  and  night 
calls  are  dealt  with  by  the  ambulance  station  at  Accrington. 

HOME  HELP. 


The  Home  Help  service  is  administered  by  the 
Divisional  Health  Authority. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  V/ELIATE. 

A weekly  clinic  is  held  at  the  Mercer  Hall 
for  children  under  five  years?  and  a pre-natal  clinic  is 
held  once  a fortnight.  The  duties  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Divisional  Health  Authority. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 


There  were  two  day  nurseries  in  the  tovm? 
administered  by  the  Divisional  Health  Authority,  but  during 
the  year  one  was  closed.  This  is  referred  to  in  my 
introductory  note. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

37  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  5 samples  being  unsatisfactory.  This  matter 
was  taken  up  with  the  water  undertakers?  and  they  proposed 
certain  remedial  measures.  The  supply  is  being  kept  under 
observation.  I have  referred  to  this  in  more  detail  in  my 
introductory  note. 

PUBLIC  BATHS. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the 

district . 
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PREVALENCE  ana  CONTROL 


o f 


INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES . 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  administration  is  carried  out  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and 
co-operation  is  maintained  through  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Disinfection  of  articles  and  premises  is 
carried  out  when  necessary. 

9 cases  were  removed  from  the  register  during 
the  year,  the  causes  of  removal  being  as  follows z- 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  ...  3 

Deaths  from  other  causes.  ...  Nil 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed.  ...  Nil 

Recovered . ...  ...  2 

Removed . ...  ...  4 


AGES. 


NEW  CASES 


DEATHS. 


R. 


N-R. 


R 


N-R. 


0 vl 
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5 
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0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
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0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
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- 
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1 

• 0 

1 

1 

0 0 

- 

0 0 
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0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

- 
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0 0 

0 0 

1 

' 1 

1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

- 

- 

ds- 
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0 0 

0 0 

““ 

0 0 

» 0 

0 0 

0 0 

3 

1 

0 0 

1 

2 

0 0 

1 

2 

0 0 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  31.12.53  = 6l 

Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

ME  ME 

r ■* 

23  . . 17  10  . . 11 


N.B.  There  was  1 Male  non-notified  Respiratory  death. 
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INFECT IOUS  DISEASES . 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified. 


Total 

• • 

Deat 

Measles . 

212 

• • 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough .... 

10 

• * 

Nil 

Pneumonia.  ... 

5 

• • 

k 

Scarlet  Fever.  . . . 

9 

• t 

Nil 

Erysipelas.  ... 

2 

• « 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis.  ... 

1 

• • 

1 

Food  Poisoning.... 

1 

• • 

Nil 

DIPHTHERIA 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during  the 
year.  The  diphtheria  immunisation  administration  is  carried 
out  by  the  Divisional  Health  Authority. 
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GREAT  HARWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 
of'  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


and 

CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION. 

o f 

P 0 0 D 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  slaughter  of  pigs  is  carried  out  at  a 
private  slaughterhouse,  and  the  following  table  present  a 
report  of  the  activities  during  the  year. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED . 

Number  killed........ 3439 

Number  inspected 3439 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned • 1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 149 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis ............  4«3% 

Tuberculosis  onlys- 

V/hole  carcases  condemned.... 3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 326 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

with  tuberculosis 9»4% 


UNSOUND  POOD. 

Tinned  Milk.. 62 

Tinned  Fruit..... 257 

Tinned  Meat  and  Fish 27 

Tinned  Vegetables..... 13 

Tinned  Soup, l 

Tinned  Boiled  Ham. 26lb . 

Cheese 301b . 

Rice , 281b. 
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M ILK  AND  PAIR ISS 


Number  of  farms ».  15 

Ungraded  Producers,, ».  7 

Accredited  Producers*.....  2 
'T .T*  .Producers 6 

SAMPLING  MILK 

Methylene  Phosphatase  Tubercle 
Blue  Test'.  Test.  Bacilli 

Test . 

Sat.  Unsat..  Sat. Unsat.  Neg.  Pos. 

! T . T ’ 3-  1 - ...  4 

Accredited 1 - ...  - -...1 

Ungraded 8 l ...-  -...9 

Pasteurised....  - -...3  -...3 


12  2 ...  3 - ...  17 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  sampling 
officers  took  the  following  samples  during  the  year,  in 
addition  to  41  samples  of  milk. 


Margarine. 2 

Ground  ginger 1 

Beef  and  dumplings,  canned 1 

Minced  meat  loaf,  canned......... 1 

Pickles. 2 jars . 

White  pepper * 2 

Jam * ........  2 

Cream, canned 1 

Cornflour ..... ......  * 1 

Barley  1 

Cooking  fat 1 

Fish,,  canned 1 

Mincemeat....... 1 

Ground  almonds 1 

Dates 1 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the 
County  Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following 
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SAMPLE 


RESULT  OP 


ANALYSIS . 


ACTION  TAKEN. 


1 formal  milk. 
1 formal  milk. 

1 formal  milk. 


Deficient  10%  fat. 

Freezing  point  indicated) 
the  presence  of  2.8%  of  ) 
extraneous  water.  ) 

Freezing  point  indicated) 
the  presence  of  3.6%  of 
extraneous  water. 


Vendor  notified. 

Same  vendor. 

Vendor  cautioned 


ICE  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 


Manufacturers  (hot-mix)  2 

Manufacturers  (cold-mix) Nil 

Vendors  (shops  etc)  33 

Hawkers 1 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Raw  'Water  Samples. 


Bacteriological  Examinations .52 

Chemical  Analyses 1 


Treated  Water  Samples. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 156 

Chemical  Analyses 3 
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STORAGE,  SALS  AND  PREPARATION  OP  FOOD, 


Number 

of 

food  premises,  and  type, 

at  the 

end  of  the  years 

Pish  and  Fruit 

• i • 

16 

Fish  and  Chip 

• « • 

13 

Ice  Cream 

# • 4 

35 

Butchers  . . . 

• • • 

14 

Confectioners 

■ . 4 

34 

Grocers  . . , 

• • # 

44 

Tripe  ... 

• • 1 

3 

Number 

of 

registered  premises. 

Ice  Cream.  • • • 

• • « 

35 

Meat  preparation  etc. 

• • • 

14 

37  inspections  of  registered  premises  were  made 

during 

the 

year  and  conditions  were 

found 

to  be  fairly 

satisfactory.  Many  small  food  premises  are  situated  in  the 
congested,  built  up  areas  of  the  town  and  the  preparation 
rooms  are  short  of  adequate  space. 

Quite  a number  of  premises  have  a waste  water 
closet  as  the  only  means  of  sanitary  accommodation,  but  a 
number  have  been  converted,  and  where  a change  of  tenancy  occurs 
conversion  of  the  closet  is  requested. 

A wide  variety  of  articles  are  sold  in  many  food 
shops,  from  firewood  to  fish, and  pressed  beef  to  potatoes. 
Applications  have  been  received  from  occupiers  of  food  shops 
to  sell  coal  briquettes,  and  needless  to  say  they  were 
refused.  More  efficient  legislation  may  be  the  answer,  but 
what  is  required  by  many  food  traders  is  a more  enlightened 
attitude  towards  food  hygiene  and  by  restricting  the  sale  of 
undesirable  commodities  from  food  shops,  many  traders  would  be 
eliminating  possible  food  contamination. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  an  increase  in  the  use  of 
refrigerators  in  shops  and  where  perishable  goods  are  sold, 
particularly  meat  products,  refrigerated  storage  is  a 
necessity. 
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HOUSING 


i 


HOUSING. 


Very  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  repair  of 
unfit  houses,  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  implica- 
tions of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill.  Although 
12  demolition  orders  were  served  during  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  to  27  dwellings,  delay  has  been 
experienced  in  scheduling  further  houses,  due  to  the 
difficult  problem  of  re-housing  tenants.  The  amount 
of  repairs  required  to  many  cottages,  has  become  a 
serious  problem,  and  in  many  cases  the  expenditure 
may  appear  to  be  unreasonable,  bearing  in  mind  the 
age  and  construction  of  the  dwellings. 

The  main  housing  needs  of  the  district  are 
the  provision  of  suitable  dwellings  for  the  re- 
housing of  aged  persons  who  are  living  in  dilapidated 
dwellings  together  with  a progressive  programme  for  the 
carrying  out  of  repairs  to  the  many  unfit  houses.  It 
would  appear  that  much  of  the  repair  work  will  have  to 
be  done  in  default,  and  as  some  of  the  houses  will 
require  £200  - 300  repairs  expenditure,  the  financial 
implications  cannot  be  ignored. 

The  housing  problem,  although  complex,  cannot 
be  shelved,  as  many  dwellings  cannot  be  left  in  their 
present  condition  much  longer. 

During  the  year,  16  flats  and  6 bungalows  were 
built  by  the  Council,  and  9 private  dwellings  were 
built  privately. 
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UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES . 


1 (a)  Number  of'  houses  inspected  for  defects  under 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts ..220 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose ...... .399 

2 (a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925. 12 

(b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.......  24 

3 (a)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  such  a state 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 12 

(b)  Number  of  houses,  excluding  3 (a)  above,  found 

not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 6 0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers 58 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  PO  w.IRS  . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act.  1936  St- 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs... 6 

2 Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  service  of 
formal  notices  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  By  owners 4 

(b)  By  Local  authority  in  default  of  owners.......  2 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 6 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners. 6 

(b)  By  Local  authority  indefault  of  owners........  Nil 
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SANITARY 


CIRCUMSTANCES 

of  the 


DISTRICT 


■ 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


During  the  next  year  it  is  hoped  to  set  up  a 
standard  deposit  gauge  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  amount 
of  atmospheric  pollution.  Routine  smoke  observations  were 
taken  during  the  year  and  no  excessive  smoke  emission  took 
place  at  industrial  premises.  The  domestic  open  fire, 
burning  raw  coal  is  the  largest  contributor  to  the  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  problem  has  become  more  acute 
with  the  popularity  of  the  "all  night  burner1*  type  of  grate. 

More  effective  use  must  be  made  of  the  approved  appliances 
and  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels  to  ensure  that  pollution  is 
kept  to  a minimum.  Progress  in  smoke  abatement  is  a 
necessity  to  ensure  that  the  air  we  breathe  is  free  from 
impurities  and  that  the  best  use  is  made  of  the  available 
fuels.  The  fog  disaster  of  London  in  1952  illustrated  the 
evils  of  atmospheric  pollution  and  every  effort  must  be 
made  by  all  fuel  users  to  assist  in  preventing  loss  of 
life  and  injury  to  health  by  reducing  smoke  emission  to  a 
minimum. 

SANITARY  ACCOMODATION 

67  waste  water  closets  were  converted  during  the 
year,  9 pail  closets  were  converted,  and  5 pail  closets 
were  discontinued  by  demolition  orders  becoming  operative. 

There  are  2,025  waste  water  closets  in  the  district.  L9  • 
pail  closets  are  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and 
are  emptied  weekly. 

FACTORIES. 


There  are  98  factories  on  the  register,  and  52 
visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Sanitary  accommodation 
called  for  the  most  attention,  and  informal  action  only 
was  required  to  remedy  the  defects. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed,  and  the 
following  details  show  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  during 
the  year. 


Properties  inspected.. 95 

Rat  infestations  found  .......... .73 

Mice  infestations  found... ..23 
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In  addition,  tips,  river  banks,  etc.,  were  treated 
for  rat  infestation,  and  a full  sewer  maintenance  treatment 
was  undertaken.  Extensive  use  is  being  made  of  "warfarin” 
poison  bait  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

TENTS , VAN'S  AND  SHEDS. 

There  are  only  a few  caravans  sited  in  the  district 
and  only  2 are  used  as  permanent  dwellings.  There  is  no 
authorised  camping  site  in  the  district. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING-. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  two 
9 cubic  yard  side  loading  vehicles.  Cully  emptying  is 
carried  out  by  a 500  gallon  mechanical  Gully  Emptier,  and 
this  machine  has  been  loaned  to  neighbouring  authorities. 
Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  and  the  tipping 
facilities  are  adequate  for  a number  of  years. 

SALVAGE . 


The  tonnage  and  receipts  from  the  sale  of  waste 


1 during 

the 

last 

four 

years 

are 

as 

follows 

Avf 

ge  ton 

per 

month 

YEAR. 

T. 

C. 

Q . 

£. 

8 

. d 

T. 

C. 

1953. 

109 

3 

1 

599 

0 

0 

- 9 

1 

1952. 

98 

9 

3 - 

980 

16 

7 

8 

4 

1951. 

137 

1 

3 - 

2023 

0 

0 

- 11 

8 

1930. 

98 

12 

0 

545 

0 

0 

- 5 

18 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACT. 

HOUSING-  DEFECTS . 

Inspections* . .120 

Revisits. 152 

SUNDRY  DEFECTS. 

Inspections . . .100 

Revisits. .147 

Overcrowding 4 

Verminous  Premises 5 

GENERAL . 

Accumulations 52 

Drainage. 227 

Defective  bins 50 

Public  conveniences 1 6 

Rats  and  Mice. 98 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal....... 74 

Salvage 17 

Schools 14 

Shops. 125 

Smoke  observations... Nil 

Animals Nil 

Miscellaneous .266 

FACTORIES 

Inspections 23 

Revisits 29 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Inquiries 36 

Disinfections..... 37 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Bakehouses . 36 

Butchers . 31 

Dairies..,....,....., 9 

Fish  Fryers 40 

Farms 23 

Ice  Cream..,...,.,.. 6 

Market  stalls 12 

Cafes, 8 

Unsound  food... 50 
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CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


